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First Week Operations
What a first operational week we’ve had in our new reality! Teachers worked to
figure out a communication plan for their parents and students last week, many
rolled it out this week and, it’s been honestly inspiring to see the level of
collaboration, cooperation and good humour in this incredibly challenging situation.
Teachers remain advised to take it slow, don’t judge yourself by the standards of
others and make supportive, humane contact with your education community.
Teacher volunteers, EAs and Daycare providers worked together this week to
begin the rollout of support for the kids of Essential Services Workers. Teachers
are proud to be part of concerted efforts to help our front line workers combat this
virus. The employer has taken strong steps to ensure that schools remain safe
places to be for those workers, the kids and administration.
BCTF Portal
The BCTF will be holding town halls, a ratification vote on the Agreement in
Committee of the contract on April 28-30. So, If you have not been behind the
BCTF portal, you are strongly encouraged to sign up for the portal at BCTF.ca.
That way you'll have access to information and the opportunity to have your voice
heard.
We are fortunate that we have a little bit of a holiday weekend here and, even if we
can’t meet our extended families and friends, we can use the time to connect
remotely or, just decompress a bit from all the hard work that’s been going on out
there. In order to take care of others, we have to take care of ourselves.
Yours, in solidarity,
Ken

A Message from the CRTA

TTOC's, Part Time Teachers,
EI and COVID Emergency
Response Benefit

Throughout the years, the CTA has given unfailing support
and encouragement to the Coquitlam Retired Teachers’
Association. As a result, the CRTA has flourished as an
association. We are grateful. Today our thoughts turn to youour friends and former colleagues-who now face
unprecedented difficult circumstances arising from the
COVID-19 pandemic. Despite the uncertainties, we know that
you are up to the challenges of working with students in new
and changing ways. Coquitlam teachers are known for
leading the way and long ago earned the designation of
‘lighthouse district’. Your retired colleagues wish you good
health as you work with your students, their parents,
administrators and support staff.We hope it encourages you
to know that we are with you all the way.
Stay well.
In solidarity,
Caroline Malm, President
Coquitlam Retired Teachers’Association

We still don’t have absolute clarity on which benefits of the two
above, part time teachers who also TTOC, qualify for. Our
advice remains to apply for everything, as the rules seem to
be adjusting on the fly here and a no one day may
be a yes the next. ROEs can be easily obtained from the
district’s Payroll Department with a call, if needed. Apply first
and see if you are asked for an ROE, as that has been one
thing that has been changing as well.
The CTA has placed useful information on the available
supports for TTOCs looking at a shortage of work due to
Covid-19 https://www.coquitlamteachers.com/
The CTA will continue to monitor options anything that comes
up from the provincial parties on this will be communicated
swiftly.

WE ARE HERE FOR YOU

It feels a little different but we are here, as always, available to help all of our members during this unprecedented time.
Following Provincial COVID recommendations the CTA Office will largely be operating remotely.
We will not be answering phone calls but ask that you send your questions in via email.
Please see the list below for the officer or staff member best able to help you.
COVID related questions or general employment questions
(Last names A-F)
(Last names G-L)
(Last names M-R)
(Last names S-Z)

Ken Christensen, President - Kchristensen@cta43.org
Kara Obojski, 1st Vice-President - kobojski@cta43.org
Diether Malakoff, 2nd Vice-President - dmalakoff@cta43.org
Andy Gilligan, Labour Relations Officer - agilligan@cta43.org

If your situation is already being handled by an officer not matching your alpha assignment, then please continue
to liaise with that officer.
PD related questions
Meggan Crawford, PD Chairperson - mcrawford@cta43.org
CTA Administration (anything not covered by anyone in the list below)
Kelly Roberts, Executive Coordinator - kroberts@cta43.org
Accounting (pd reimbursements, scholarship payments, etc) & CTA newsletter
Heidi Davis, Finance Administrator - hdavis@cta43.org
Scholarships, committees, CTA PD Day
Pat Adolf, Administrative Associate - padolf@cta43.org
Membership info & website access
Kelly Stewart, Office Clerk - kstewart@cta43.org

TTOCs Teaching Certification

Normally, if they are working in April, the Teacher Regulation
Branch fee is deducted from your earnings in that month.
With little to no work coming in, you will need to be mindful
not to let your certification lapse, because you can’t work
without it. You can pay the fee directly to the TRB and the due
date is May 31, 2020. https://teacherregulation.gov.bc.ca/

Supports for Teachers
Supports through Morneau Shepell EFAP and Starling Minds are
still available to you in this time.
https://app.starlingminds.com/registration/bctf
https://www.workhealthlife.com/
Health and Wellness through the BCTF also remains active, as do
the District’s Mentor Teachers. Please continue to use these
resources to help yourself in this time.

PD Power
Resources

If you’re looking for lesson ideas and a searchable database of quality options to choose from , check out
https://teachbc.bctf.ca/
This site, sponsored by the BCTF, is a treasure trove of lessons shared by BC teachers and others.
You can both access lessons to use yourself and share lessons of your own to other teachers.
Looking for books to use with your students? Audible.com is offering free access to hundreds of books in various languages.
Even if you aren’t using this directly in your teaching, it’s a great resource to share with colleagues and families for some
literary entertainment. Visit https://stories.audible.com/start-listen to get started.
Whether in isolation or not, https://newsela.com/ is one of my favourite resources.
This site offers teachers free articles that can be adjusted to suit a wide range of reading levels. The same article is often
available in three or more reading levels, meaning you can differentiate reading level while sharing common content.
By clicking on the orange banner at the top of the site teachers can sign in to Newsela with their Office 365 account details.

Celebrations
Let’s celebrate the work of our LIT teachers Elaan Bauder,
Nicole Cruz, Martine Duby, Melody Ferrer, James GIll, Rob
Heinrichs, Susan Henderson, Dave Sands, Carol Todd and
Steven Whiffin as they go above and beyond to support all of
our technology needs and help us learn along the way! Huge
thanks to the entire department!
This week I’d also like to acknowledge the behind the scenes
work of our CTA Table Officers, Ken, Kara, Diether, and Andy, as
well as the CTA office staff, Kelly R., Heidi, Kelly S., Pat, and
Corbey, all of whom have been working long hours to answer
your emails and questions and to make sure that everyone is
supported. Thank you!
Do you have a teacher you’d like to celebrate?
Send me an email at mcrawford@cta43.org!

Moments of Joy

In the midst of all the covid news it’s easy to lose sight of the positive things that are all around us.
If you’re having a day where you could use a smile check out some of these brief moments of joy!
John Krasinski’s Some Good News Episode 2 (special guests, the original Broadway cast of Hamilton)
https://youtu.be/oilZ1hNZPRM
The Montreal Canadiens have expanded on the ‘clap for carers’ movement by adding stick tapping each day at 7pm.
https://www.nhl.com/canadiens/news/canadiens-introduce-7-pm-stick-tap-salute-to-healthcare-heroes/c-316537302
An Irish dad successfully learned a TikTok Dance and it’s hilariously wonderful https://www.popsugar.com/family/irish-dadlearning-tiktok-dance-video-47356700
A UK Family parodied “One Day More” from “Les Miserables” and the quarantine lyrics are perfect!
https://www.today.com/parents/family-parodies-one-day-more-les-miserables-coronavirus-t177172
The PM of New Zealand confirmed that the Easter Bunny and the Tooth Fairy are both essential service workers
https://globalnews.ca/news/6788575/jacinda-ardern-easter-bunny-essential-worker-coronavirus/

CTA Website Login
Information is posted on our website as quickly
as we have it. Please make sure you are able to
access the site. If you have any questions about
login please contact
Kelly Stewart kstewart@cta43.org

How EFAP Can Help

Information to help with work and life
Confidential ∙ Immediate Assistance ∙ 24/7/365

Morneau Shepell ∙ 1-844-880-9142
workhealthlife.com

Questions about your pension?

Go straight to the source for answers.
https://tpp.pensionsbc.ca/pension-basics
Online workshops and learning
https://tpp.pensionsbc.ca/learning-resources
Retirement Health Coverage
https://tpp.pensionsbc.ca/retirement-health-coverage

Committee Vacancies
District Student Services Advisory Committee
- 2 CTA reps
District Student Achievement Advisory Committee
- 4 CTA reps
District Review Panel Committee
- 1 CTA rep
District Student Wellness & Safety Committee
- 3 CTA reps
District Aboriginal Ed Advisory Committee
- 1 CTA rep
District French Advisory Committee
- 2 CTA reps
New Westminster & District Labour Council
- 5 CTA reps

CTA PD Committee
- 1 Secondary Rep, 1 Middle, 1 LSA Council Rep, 1 TTOC Rep,
1 Adult Ed Rep
CTA Teachers Teaching on Call Committee
- 4 members-at-large
CTA Committee - Action on Social Justice (CASJ)
- 2 Secondary reps, 2 Middle reps, 2 Elementary reps,
1 member-at-large
CTA Negotiations Committee
- 1 member-at-large

Teachers interested in any of these committees should go onto our website or click here for a curriculum vitae form and submit it to the CTA Office
(padolf@cta43.org).
If you have questions, call the CTA Office at 604-936-9971.

Contact Us:
Ken Christensen, President
kchristensen@cta43.org

Kelly Roberts, Executive Coordinator
kroberts@cta43.org

Kara Obojski, First Vice President
kobojski@cta43.org

Heidi Davis, Finance Administrator
hdavis@cta43.org
(Leaves, PD Reimbursement)

Diether Malakoff, Second Vice President
dmalakoff@cta43.org

Pat Adolf, Administrative Associate
padolf@cta43.org
(PD Day/Committees)

Andy Gilligan, Labour Relations Officer
agilligan@cta43.org

Kelly Stewart, Office Clerk
kstewart@cta43.org
(Member Records)

Meggan Crawford, PD Chairperson
mcrawford@cta43.org

Corbey Heyes-Jones, Office Clerk
corbeyhj@cta43.org
(Communications)
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