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This is a time of incredible uncertainty and worry for teachers, our
education community and society at large. We, as a community are
presented with an opportunity to place ourselves in high esteem by society.
Right now, our health care workers are striding like giants with the general
population. The respect and credibility they will carry forward from this
event will sustain them for years.
The government has chosen to place us in the same category of principal
support for society; that is why we continue to be fully paid and have our
benefit plans intact, when thousands are losing their jobs right now.
How we rise to this challenge; how we provide that calm voice of
reassurance to a frightened public and how we show ourselves as relevant
in these coming days and weeks is a critical decision point for every
member.
It's going to be difficult, like never before; it’s going to pose challenges
we’ve never faced; it’s going to strain us in ways we cannot anticipate or
prepare for but, it’s going to give us all unwavering certainty that we truly
have the ethic of care necessary to overcome these challenges and
support our community.
I thank you all for every new effort you give and wish you all to know we will
do everything possible to support you in these times.
In solidarity, Ken, Kara, Diether, Andy and Meggan

WE ARE HERE FOR YOU

It feels a little different but we are here, as always, available to help all of our members during this unprecedented time.
Following Provincial COVID recommendations the CTA Office will largely be operating remotely.
We will not be answering phone calls but ask that you send your questions in via email.
Please see the list below for the officer or staff member best able to help you.
COVID related questions or general employment questions
(Last names A-E)
(Last names G-L)
(Last names M-R)
(Last names S-Z)

Ken Christensen, President - Kchristensen@cta43.org
Kara Obojski, 1st Vice-President - kobojski@cta43.org
Diether Malakoff, 2nd Vice-President - dmalakoff@cta43.org
Andy Gilligan, Labour Relations Officer - agilligan@cta43.org

If your situation is already being handled by an officer not matching your alpha assignment, then please
continue to liaise with that officer.
PD related questions
Meggan Crawford, PD Chairperson - mcrawford@cta43.org
CTA Administration (anything not covered by anyone in the list below)
Kelly Roberts, Executive Coordinator - kroberts@cta43.org
Accounting (pd reimbursements, scholarship payments, etc) & CTA newsletter
Heidi Davis, Finance Administrator - hdavis@cta43.org
Scholarships, committees, CTA PD Day
Pat Adolf, Administrative Associate - padolf@cta43.org
Membership info & website access
Kelly Stewart, Office Clerk - kstewart@cta43.org

TTOC Supports, EI, CERB
The CTA has placed useful information on the
available supports for TTOCs looking at a shortage
of work due to Covid-19
https://www.coquitlamteachers.com/
Please, our advice is to apply for everything as,
many former restrictions have been reduced or
eliminated in this time of crisis. TTOCs will also have
seen the volunteer request for care for Emergency
Services Workers’ kids; that is down the road a bit
but, may offer some paid work opportunities.
The CTA continues to be live to the situation TTOCs
are in right now and, anything that comes up from
the provincial parties on this will be communicated
swiftly.
CTA Website Login
Information is posted on our website as quickly as we have
it. Please make sure you are able to access the site. If you
have any questions about login please contact
Kelly Stewart kstewart@cta43.org

TTOCs Teaching Certification
Normally, if they are working in April, the Teacher
Regulation Branch fee is deducted from your earnings in
that month. With little to no work coming in, you will need
to be mindful not to let your certification lapse, because
you can’t work without it. You can pay the fee directly to
the TRB and the due date is May 31, 2020.
https://teacherregulation.gov.bc.ca/

Supports for Teachers
Supports through Morneau Shepell EFAP and Starling Minds are
still available to you in this time.
https://app.starlingminds.com/registration/bctf
https://www.workhealthlife.com/
Health and Wellness through the BCTF also remains active, as do
the District’s Mentor Teachers. Please continue to use these
resources to help yourself in this time.

Code of Ethics It is a good reminder as we face stressful
times, to be mindful of the BCTF Code of Ethics which guide
our behaviour in our work. The COE has elements that deal
with professional relationships with parents and students;
with colleagues and administration. It’s an excellent guide to
best practice in working in education.
https://bctf.ca/ProfessionalResponsibility.aspx?id=4292

PD Power

As we are all working hard to plan and organize how we can provide meaningful learning opportunities in the midst of the covid
chaos there is a ton of professional development happening, but at a rapid pace! With so many technological options out there it can
be overwhelming and challenging to figure out how to use them all and figure out what is the best option for what you are trying to
do. Remember that you are not alone in any of this and that you do not have to find all of the answers right away. You also have
people in your school community you can help - check in with your school’s IT site contact, our district technology support teachers,
and your administrators to find someone who is able to support your own learning as we switch over to these new tools.This week
I’ve included some basic info on Office 365 to help you get comfortable with these tools. In the coming weeks I hope to highlight
some interesting and creative ‘lessons’ that teachers in our district and elsewhere are sharing. If you know of someone at your
school doing something interesting and engaging, I want to hear about it so we can celebrate the creativity of our wonderful
colleagues. To celebrate your colleagues’ work please send a short email to mcrawford@cta43.org with a brief description of what
their creative moment was/is!

Office 365 Tools & Tips
What is it?
Office 365 is a collection of programs (or apps) that we all have access to using our normal SD43 login information. You are
able to use these tools in online versions, or you can download the desktop versions of the programs - both options are
free to you. Within Office 365 the main programs you’re likely to use are: Outlook (email), One Drive (storage), Word (word
processor), Excel (spreadsheets), Power Point (Presentations), One Note (shared ‘notebooks’), and Teams (communication
and file sharing). There are other programs, but these are the most likely to be helpful to you right now.
How do I use them?
Microsoft Education has a YouTube channel with tutorials specifically for teachers. With everything from “You Can in 90
Quick Tip Videos” to longer webinar series and videos to help students sign in and use these tools, it’s definitely worth a
visit. Whether you are looking for some quick support on how to do something in Teams or want to dig further into these
online tools, this is a good place to start. https://m.youtube.com/user/Microsoftedu/featured
The Office 365 Training Center also has some training videos and articles to help you get started or gain comfort in the
Office 365 suite. You can select which program you are using to see specific training on each. This site includes varied
levels of support for every Office program that is available to us. https://support.office.com/en-us/office-training-center
Microsoft Teams
I’m sure you’ve all heard a lot about Teams at this point! We are all rapidly becoming experts in the video conference call,
but there is much more that Teams can provide. Any time that you are using Teams, please take the time to make sure that
your settings are limiting the access that participants have so you do not complicate your ‘classroom’ management.Within
Teams you can organize students into classes, which can then be used for you to share information, files, etc. Video
conferencing is another popular facet of Teams and has been used quite a bit this week! When having a video meeting
don’t be surprised if you aren’t able to see all of the participants - Teams tries to limit the number of people displayed, but
you will be able to hear everyone regardless of whether you can see them. Teams is a great option to connect with
colleagues as well - try hosting a ‘coffee break’ a few times a week or have lunch with your colleagues to re-connect with
your own school community!

Moments of Joy

In the midst of all the covid news it’s easy to lose sight of the positive things that are all around us.
If you’re having a day where you could use a smile check out some of these brief moments of joy!
At the Vancouver Aquarium the penguins went visiting: https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=Ga95ERlETQc
Actor, John Krasinski collected all the good news he could find: https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=F5pgG1M_h_U
A cute story about a love story in spite of social distancing https://globalnews.ca/news/6751634/coronavirus-quarantinedate/
A BBC Sports Comentator got bored...and provided commentary for his dogs having dinner:
https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=vPhpJuraz14

Has anything changed?
Did you move? Get married?
If you have changed your name, address or email
please make sure you tell us and remember to
Notify the CTA email kstewart@cta43.org
Notify SD43
Notify BCTF via your BCTF Portal

How EFAP Can Help

Information to help with work and life
Confidential ∙ Immediate Assistance ∙ 24/7/365

Morneau Shepell ∙ 1-844-880-9142
workhealthlife.com

Questions about your pension?

Go straight to the source for answers.
https://tpp.pensionsbc.ca/pension-basics
Online workshops and learning
https://tpp.pensionsbc.ca/learning-resources
Retirement Health Coverage
https://tpp.pensionsbc.ca/retirement-health-coverage

Committee Vacancies
District Student Services Advisory Committee
- 2 CTA reps
District Student Achievement Advisory Committee
- 4 CTA reps
District Review Panel Committee
- 1 CTA rep
District Student Wellness & Safety Committee
- 3 CTA reps
District Aboriginal Ed Advisory Committee
- 1 CTA rep
District French Advisory Committee
- 2 CTA reps
New Westminster & District Labour Council
- 5 CTA reps

CTA PD Committee
- 1 Secondary Rep, 1 Middle, 1 LSA Council Rep, 1 TTOC Rep,
1 Adult Ed Rep
CTA Teachers Teaching on Call Committee
- 4 members-at-large
CTA Committee - Action on Social Justice (CASJ)
- 2 Secondary reps, 2 Middle reps, 2 Elementary reps,
1 member-at-large
CTA Negotiations Committee
- 1 member-at-large

Teachers interested in any of these committees should go onto our website or click here for a curriculum vitae form and submit it to the CTA Office
(padolf@cta43.org).
If you have questions, call the CTA Office at 604-936-9971.

Contact Us:
Ken Christensen, President
kchristensen@cta43.org

Kelly Roberts, Executive Coordinator
kroberts@cta43.org

Kara Obojski, First Vice President
kobojski@cta43.org

Heidi Davis, Finance Administrator
hdavis@cta43.org
(Leaves, PD Reimbursement)

Diether Malakoff, Second Vice President
dmalakoff@cta43.org

Pat Adolf, Administrative Associate
padolf@cta43.org
(PD Day/Committees)

Andy Gilligan, Labour Relations Officer
agilligan@cta43.org

Kelly Stewart, Office Clerk
kstewart@cta43.org
(Member Records)

Meggan Crawford, PD Chairperson
mcrawford@cta43.org

Corbey Heyes-Jones, Office Clerk
corbeyhj@cta43.org
(Communications)
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