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Operation Urgency Rising

President's Message

Members of the CTA, the EC and released officers are going to a meeting on May 13th to discuss strategies
to put pressure on the bargaining table currently and also on the Funding Review situation that looms out
there for the future. I (Ken Christensen) have been asked to be a panelist to discuss building coalitions
amongst partner groups, given our recent work on the Funding Review. Other confirmed attendees will be
Andy Gilligan, Diether Malakoff and Natalie Malakoff. There is no question we need to exert ourselves here.
We all want a freely negotiated collective Agreement as soon as possible and protections for our language
on workload control.
Leaves, etc.

.

The CTA is receiving a large number of calls asking about whether or not people can take personal or other
leaves now. This is indicative of the stresses in the system currently, brought about by some of the factors
I’ve described earlier: increasing behaviour incidents, relationship challenges with parents, colleagues,
administration and increased workload around curriculum and reporting. The short answer to the personal
leave question is no; the deadlines for personal leave passed at Spring Break. People with medical
conditions need to be guided by their Doctor’s advice and those types of leaves happen when it is
medically appropriate. The CTA will continue to support members facing challenges like I describe. There is
a lot we can do to mitigate many of these and it’s a large part of our duties right now.
Postings
It’s that time of year again. Schools have been given their staffing allocations and are beginning the
organization process for next year. Teachers looking for a move will see the first round of postings out on
May 23rd, as per previous communication from District Principal, Nadine Tambellini. Rounds will follow at
one week intervals on the four subsequent Thursdays.

CTA UPDATES
*IMPORTANT BARGAINING
UPDATES WILL BE GIVEN.
Please ensure at least 1
(one) Rep per school is in
attendance!

Click here to read on our website.
.

ELECTION OF THE 2019-2020
CTA EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
The following CTA Executive Committee positions will be filled at the CTA Year End General Meeting on
Wednesday, May 15, 2019.
- PRESIDENT

- 1st VICE-PRESIDENT
- 2nd VICE-PRESIDENT
- Local Reps to the BCTF (2)
- Members-at-Large (5-6)
Missed the Deadline? Candidates can be nominated from the floor of the May 15th Year End General Meeting.

CONGRATULATIONS to Victoria Duncan (Seaview) who was appointed to Local Returning
Officer at the May 1st Executive Committee meeting.
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CTA UPDATES
From District Occupational Health and Safety
It is important to always report any injuries, violent incidents or near misses in the workplace! Documentation is key
and in cases that involve WorkSafe you will require the reports filled out in a timely fashion. Please see your site
based Healthy & Safety person if you have questions about this process, or give us a call at the CTA and we would be
happy to assist.
PowerSchool is the new(er) program teachers can access to file reports on workplace injuries, violent incidents and
near misses. Here are instructions on how to access these important reports:
A) To Report a Workplace Injury / Violent Incident with an Injury
If injury requires First Aid:
1. First Aid attendant provides treatment and submits their First Aid report (for treatment provided only)
2. Injured worker completes their report of injury through the TASK sent to their district email with submission of First
Aid report, MUST COMPLETE this step *select the Violent Incident check box if it applies
If injury requires NO First Aid:
1. Injured worker informs supervisor/administrator
2. Injured worker makes their own report of injury through my43 (go to your my43 –> myInfo –> myForms –> look for
the “Injury Reporting” link under the OHS Folder
3. First Aid attendant is not involved *select the Violent Incident check box if it applies
B) To Report a Violent Incident – No Injury
- Make your report via the form in the OHS Folder (go to your my43 –> myInfo –> myForms –> look for the “Violent
Incident” link under the OHS Folder)
- Inform your Supervisor/Administrator and participate in the investigation
C) To Report a Near Miss
- Make your report via the form in the OHS Folder (go to your my43 –> myInfo –> myForms –> look for the “Near Miss”
link under the OHS Folder)
- Inform your Supervisor/Administrator and participate in the investigation

TTOC WORKSHOP OPPORTUNITY!
Employment Insurance: Navigating the EI Claim Process
This seminar helps TTOCs understand the steps to
follow in applying for, and obtaining, EI benefits.
When: Thursday, May 16, 2019
Where: Gallery Room, Winslow Centre
Time: 4 – 6pm
RSVP: Pat at padolf@cta43.org by Monday, May 13, 2019

Click on image for this issue.
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PD POWER
A big thank you to Rachel French and our district Learning Services team for organizing workshops and speakers for
the Mental Health themed April Focus Day! The day started off with Youth Mental Health advocates from
https://jack.org/ sharing important stats and information about mental health in BC.
Keynote Dr. Linda O’Neill helped frame the day by providing ideas and strategies for working with students
experiencing adverse events. She backed up the simple message to “be nice” with brain research and studies that
show the importance of compassion and empathy, and reminded us of the reciprocal link between teacher wellness
and safe learning communities.
It’s also important to acknowledge our school-based PD reps! Our April Focus Day provides opportunities for
colleagues to attend district workshops and for school-based PD committees to organize PD at individual school sites.
Organized professional learning opportunities are important on so many levels. Whether you participated in a workshop
or worked with colleagues at your school site, here are some key questions to ask yourself about your place in a
professional learning community from Mark Clements in www.edunators.com

Activism is not about
embracing a famous person
who makes an album about
a situation. It’s about facing
hard truths that may make
you feel uncomfortable. ~
Candy Palmater

1) In what areas can I still improve professionally?
2) What’s stopping me from improving in these areas?
3) In what ways can I support my colleagues in their students’ learning?
4) Do my actions as a teacher show my belief that all students can learn at a high level?
5) Do my actions as a teacher show that I take pride in my work?
6) Are the relationships I have with my colleagues conducive to creating a collaborative culture focused on learning?
I hope you had a fantastic day, and have been reenergized as we head down the homestretch!

Announcing the First Ever Science Camp for Teachers
on Galiano Island
August 16-18, 2019
Galiano Conservancy Association is excited to
announce a one-of-a-kind professional development
opportunity at the Millard Learning Centre on Galiano
Island. Science Camp for Teachers is a three-day
workshop in which we gather as educators to share
techniques and principles of science education in a
beautiful, sustainable outdoor environment. CLICK
HERE.

#IGNITE43 – “EXPLORE!”
Wednesday, May 22, 2019
Samz Neighbourhood Pub
2342 Elgin Avenue, Port Coquitlam
5:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.
$20 TO REGISTER, email: pd@cta43.org
WHAT IS IGNITE? The Ignite presentation format is a 5 minutes long presentation with 20 slides and with the slides
advancing automatically every 15 seconds. It's the presentation equivalent of a haiku or sonnet that sparks or ‘ignites’
an idea and allows time to discuss further and continue the conversation long after the short presentation is complete.
http://www.ignitetalks.io/
Along with an amazing list of presenters, your ticket includes an appetizer, entrée, and dessert.
IGNITE43 “EXPLORE!” (with sponsorship from Continuing Education)
We are thrilled to announce our list of presenters: Sherina Chandra (Millside Centre), Ken Christensen (CTA), Jeff
Christensen (Eagle Mtn), Jocelyn Deck (Dr. Charles Best), Terri Galligos (Aboriginal Ed), James Gill (Meadowbrook),
Angie Lundin (Roy Stibbs), Geoffrey Kehrig (TTOC), Kelsey Keller (Baker Dr), Amanda Long (CTA), Emily Pitman
(Pinetree Secondary) and Trish Quan (Kwayhquitlum). A special thank you to James Gill (Meadowbrook) for also joining
us as emcee and Jacqueline Favelle (Mountain View) for hosting this fun event!
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COMMITTEE VACANCIES
Teachers interested in the following committees should go onto our website for a curriculum vitae
form and submit it to the CTA Office (padolf@cta43.org) by:
Monday, May 27, 2019.
If you have questions, call the CTA Office at 604-936-9971.
CTA PD Committee
- 1 elementary rep
CTA Teachers Teaching on Call Committee
- 4 members-at-large
CTA Policies & Procedures Committee
- 2 members-at-large
CTA Committee of Action on Social Justice (CASJ)
- 2 Secondary reps, 2 Middle reps, 2 Elementary reps
District Student Services Advisory Committee
- 2 CTA reps
District French Advisory Committee
- 3 CTA reps
District Student Achievement Advisory Committee
- 4 CTA reps
District Review Panel Committee
- 1 CTA rep
District Technology Advisory Committee
- 1 CTA rep
District Student Wellness & Safety Committee
- 2 CTA reps
District Aboriginal Ed Advisory Committee
- 1 CTA rep
New Westminster & District Labour Council
- 5 CTA reps

Opportunities for Members: BCTF advisory committees
The BCTF has several advisory committees that meet throughout the year to discuss current topics affecting teachers,
make recommendations to the BCTF Executive Committee, design resources, and plan training events. They are an
important part of the Federation’s overall engagement with members and cover such topics as bargaining, pensions,
health and safety, and social justice. Learn more about the various committees and apply online by May 24, 2019.

Coquitlam Teachers' Association - May 3, 2019 - No. 31

Page 5

UPCOMING EVENTS: submit your details to kstewart@cta43.org for posting.

MAY
CTA Executive Committee Wednesday, May 1
CTA Representative Assembly Winslow Gallery Wednesday, May 8
CTA Year End Meeting (Elections)Winslow GYM Wednesday, May 15
Victoria Day Stat Monday, May 20
CTA Old/New Executive Committee Wednesday, May 29
BCTF Representative Assembly Fri -Sat, May 31 & June 1
JUNE
CTA Old/New Executive Committee Wednesday, June 5
CTA Old/New Executive Committee Wednesday, June 12
School Year Ends – Administrative DayFriday, June 28
CMTA - Around the District
District Elementary Honour Choir at Cape Horn Elementary - April 26
District Junior Jazz Band Day at Maillard Middle School – May 1
Music Monday – National event – May 6
Elementary Choral Jamboree at Aspenwood Elementary – May 8
Beginning Band Day at Moody Middle School – May 10
Rock the Fox at Terry Fox Secondary – May 14, 15, 16
Big Band Night at Heritage Woods Secondary - May 31

*Back issues of the previous school year CTA Newsletters can be found on our website.

/CTA43

@CTA43

CTA Contacts:

The CTA can be found on Facebook
and Twitter. You can also email us or check
out the website
www.coquitlamteachers.com
Kelly Roberts, Executive Coordinator
kroberts@cta43.org

Ken Christensen, President
kchristensen@cta43.org

Heidi Davis, Finance Administrator
hdavis@cta43.org

Amanda Long, First Vice-President
along@cta43.org

Pat Adolf, Administrative Associate
padolf@cta43.org

Kara Obojski, Second Vice-President
kobojski@cta43.org

Kelly Stewart, Office Clerk
kstewart@cta43.org

Andy Gilligan, Labour Relations Officer
agilligan@cta43.org

PD receipt & conference report submissions
pd@cta43.org

Holly Stibbs, PD Chair
hstibbs@cta43.org

www.coquitlamteachers.com
CTA Office: 604-936-9971

