COQUITLAM TEACHERS' ASSOCIATION
November 16, 2018 - No. 11
#208 - 2502 St. Johns Street, Port Moody, BC V3H 2B4 Ph: 604-936-9971 Fax: 604-936-7515

Inside This Issue...
P.2 - NEW TEACHER INVITE

P.3 - IN MEMORIAM

P.4 - PD POWER

P.5 - COMMITTEE OPENINGS
P.6 - UPCOMING EVENTS

President's Message
Exciting Classrooms
We know there are many fantastic things going on daily in classrooms across this District but,
these great things often go unheralded or unrecognized outside the school community. Diane
Strandberg, from the Tri City News loves to cover neat stuff as a part of her beat as education
reporter. If you’ve got something really cool happening, contact us at the CTA (Kelly Stewart
kstewart@cta43.org) and maybe we can give the event or activity a little bit of a public profile.
As we head into bargaining, it’s good to show the positive side of what’s going on in public
education as widely as possible.
School Moves
We have witnessed a few school moves in the recent years (e.g. Eagle Mountain, Cenntennial
and now Banting) and an unfortunate pattern continues to emerge. Lots of extra teacher work,
. stress and lost effective instructional time as people try to juggle the competing responsibilities
of teaching with packing up classrooms, inventory of resources and moving stuff. We cannot
just continue to beat our heads against the wall and hope that the pain will stop. We have two
more upcoming moves at Minnekhada and at Irvine and thus, the CTA is thinking how we could
help make these moves less painful. We are considering, if there is interest, in forming a
committee of people who’ve been through moves and invite ourselves and management to
consult on how these moves can be made better. We have not proposed this to management
yet but, we would like to test the water here a little with our own membership first. If this
interests you, please email Kelly Roberts at kroberts@cta43.org.

CTA UPDATES

The TQS has updated policies. Any teachers who feel that the updated policies may affect
their category placement are encouraged to request a Director’s Review of their file
through the TQS website. https://www.tqs.bc.ca/upgrade/

Classism is defined as prejudice against, or in favour of, people belonging to a different
social class. Visit the Raising Awareness page on the BCTF Equity and Inclusion web
pages (https://bctf.ca/EquityAndInclusion.aspx) for links to several antipoverty
videos and Poverty Myth busters from the BC Poverty Reduction Coalition. These
resources address the underlying causes of poverty, and in doing so, help dispel
stereotypes leading to classism.
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CTA UPDATES
The Ministry of Education has been working on an updated version of the Early Learning Framework.
The scope of this document has been expanded to include K–3, with the intention of creating a more
seamless transition from Early Childhood Education to the K–12 system. The Ministry has just released
a draft version of the framework and is seeking feedback via a survey on their website:
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/education-training/early-learning/teach/early-learningframework.
BCTF members are encouraged to provide feedback by*December 7, 2018. Feedback can also be sent
to the BC Primary Teachers’ Association at psac55@bctf.ca. (*revised)

CTA SOCIAL
Committee of Action on Social Justice
The CTA warmly invites all interested teachers to a social
evening to learn about our new CASJ model that has replaced
our Social Justice, Multiculturalism and Anti-Racism, and
Status of Women Committees. We’ll be sharing information
about this exciting new committee and how to apply. There
will be a range of social justice resources available to use in
your classroom, time to mingle, and food to snack on.
Looking forward to seeing all of you!
When: Thursday, November 29, 2018 from 4-5pm
Where: CTA Office, conference room
RSVP: Kelly Stewart at kstewart@cta43.org by Friday,
November 23rd

Anna Driedger: Anna passed away on October 31, 2018. She was a long-serving Coquitlam teacher and we offer our
condolences to her family and friends. Some information provided by her husband, Jeff, on Anna’s interests and her
preferred charity for anyone looking to acknowledge her passing.
*In recent years Anna wanted to go on a woman's mission trip to help an orphanage located in the Copper Canyon in
Mexico. She reluctantly admitted that she was not healthy enough to go. We are setting up a bursary to help
women who want to go on this trip but cannot for financial reasons. Please consider supporting this cause. Details
on how to donate can be found here http://www.wearecachurch.com/donate/ Please indicate Copper Canyon
Missions Bursary when making a donation.
Jean Fraser: Jean passed away peacefully at home surrounded by family on November 12, 2018. The celebration of
life has already passed but, we want to acknowledge the passing of a colleague nonetheless. Please see her
obituary, here https://www.mccallgardens.com/obituaries/jean-fraser. Our condolences to the family and
friends of Jean, at this difficult time.
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PD POWER
Our February 2019 CTA PD Day, “All Work and No Play… Creating Balance”, is
looking awesome! The format remains the same with a keynote speaker, and
two elective sessions. A big shout out to Pinetree Secondary staff for hosting
our day.
Our CTA Day is held on the last Friday in February. This CTA/CSB sponsored Professional Development Day is a
teacher planned and driven day bringing teachers from across the district, as well as outside districts, together for
a day of learning, collaboration and professional growth. Planning for February 2019 is underway! This year’s
theme is “All Work and No Play…. Creating Balance”.
To register as a facilitator or presenter, please use the following link:
http://www.coquitlamteachers.com/professional-development/pro-d-day/
Click on "Speakers/Presenter Registration" The registration code is 9971.
The deadline for registering is November 29, 2018.

KEYNOTE SPEAKER
"Whether or not [comedy is] an anaesthetic is the wrong question. The right question
is, 'If it is an anaesthetic, is it being used as a healing tool?'" Charlie Demers

Charlie Demers (born 1980) is a Canadian writer, comedian and political activist. He
was born in Vancouver, B.C. and is an author of five books and stand-up comedian.
His collection of essays, Vancouver Special, was shortlisted for the Hubert Evans
BC Book Prize for Non-Fiction. He is also the author of The Prescription Errors, The
Horrors: An A to Z of Funny Thoughts on Awful Things and his newest book The Dad Dialogues
co-written with George Bowering (2016). Coming in Spring 2018, Property Values. He has
performed for national television and radio audiences and at the Just for Laughs Festival. He is
one of the most frequently returning stars of CBC Radio’s smash-hit comedy show The Debaters.
By combining political humour that's never shrill or self-righteous with broader jokes that are
never thoughtless, Charlie is equally well-received whether delivering jokes in a sports bar or
emceeing a gala for the Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YoPHgzuzWxc#action=share

Spots Still Available for "Baby Boomer Retirement Planning: A
Financial Plan to Ease Your Mind"
This workshop is intended for members who are beginning to plan for
their retirement as well as members who continue to move closer to
their final working days. The session will explore elements of
members’ pension income streams including CPP & OAS, the best
wealth accumulation strategies for retirement income, the
implications of different types of retirement savings relative to the tax
consequences and the best solutions to transform accumulated
wealth into a lifetime of income. This session will help members
identify the financial situations, attitudes, and opportunities that will
have a lasting impact on your quality of life in retirement. *Sponsored
by IG Wealth Management
Please pre-register by emailing Kelly Stewart kstewart@cta43.org.
There are 30 spots available. Another session will be held sometime in
the Spring of 2019 and we will advertise again for that.
Date: November 20, 2018
Location: CTA Office Time: 3:45 – 5:30 pm
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COMMITTEE VACANCIES
Teachers interested in the following committees should go onto our website for a
curriculum vitae form and submit it to the CTA Office by: Monday, December 3, 2018.
If you have questions, call the CTA Office at 604-936-9971.
New Westminster & District Labour Council
- 5 CTA reps
CTA PD Committee
- 1 elem. rep
CTA Teachers Teaching on Call Committee
- 7 members-at-large
CTA Policies & Procedures Committee
- 2 member-at-large
District Student Services Advisory Committee
- 2 CTA reps
District French Advisory Committee
- 2 CTA reps
District Student Achievement Advisory Committee
- 4 CTA reps
District Review Panel Committee
- 1 CTA rep
District Technology Advisory Committee
- 4 CTA reps
District Student Wellness & Safety Committee
- 2 CTA reps
District Aboriginal Ed Advisory Committee
- 1 CTA rep

WANTED: District seeking 2 CTA members
to serve on the Burke Mountain Secondary
Visioning Committee.
The Visioning Committee will include a
variety of stakeholders and members will be
asked to discuss and provide feedback on
educational guiding principles that will help
to frame the vision for the new secondary
school on Burke Mountain. The committee
will meet from 4-6 pm on November 19,
December 12, and January 21 at the School
Board Office. Please email Kelly Roberts,
kroberts@cta43.org if you are interested.
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WANTED: District Learning Resource Working Group
(2 CTA members)
The District Learning Resource Working Group will work
on revising Administrative Procedures 213 & 265 to
ensure compliance with the new Ministry Policy for
Learning Resources
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/educationtraining/administration/legislation-policy/publicschools/learning-resources
This working group is project-specific and will help
produce supporting materials to assist teachers. Release
time will be provided as necessary. The working group
will meet periodically between November and January.
Ideally candidates should have familiarity with the use of
a broad variety of learning resource categories, including
books, textbooks, digital and physical manipulatives.
Knowledge of ERAC offerings is also an asset. Please go
to our website for a curriculum vitae.
http://www.coquitlamteachers.com/wpcontent/uploads/2016/02/eccv.pdf and submit it to
Pat Adolf, padolf@cta43.org.

.
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UPCOMING EVENTS: submit your details to kstewart@cta43.org for posting.

NOVEMBER
BCTF Representative Assembly Fri-Sat, November 2 & 3
CTA Executive Committee Wednesday, November 7
Curriculum Implementation Day Friday, November 9
Remembrance Day Stat Monday, November 12
CTA Rep Assembly/General Meeting-Winslow Gallery Room Wed, November 14
CTA Executive Committee Wednesday, November 21
New Teacher SURT Training Tues/Wed/Thur November 20/21/22
CTA New Teacher Induction Thursday, November 22
BC Federation of Labour Convention Mon-Fri, November 26-30
CTA CASJ Social Thursday, November 29
DECEMBER
CTA Executive Committee Wednesday, December 5
Deadline for local resolutions to BCTF AGM Saturday, December 15
Schools close for Winter Break (last day in session) Friday, December 21

*Back issues of the previous school year CTA Newsletters can be found on our website.

/CTA43

@CTA43

CTA Contacts:

The CTA can be found on Facebook
and Twitter. You can also email us or check
out the website
www.coquitlamteachers.com

www.coquitlamteachers.com
CTA Office: 604-936-9971
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